In the claims 



Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A rail clip for attaching a rail to a post, the rail clip 
comprising: 

a bracket adapted to be mounted on the post, the bracket having affront an outer 

wall; 

a rail connector having a rear wall which lies in abutting contact with the front 
outer wall of the bracket; 

a first connector mechanism disposed on the rail connector and bracket that 
interlocks the rail connector and bracket together; whereby the rear wall of the rail 
connector is slidingly movable along the front outer wall of the bracke t to allow the rail 
connector to be placed at a desired position on the outer wall of the bracket: and 

a second connector mechanism fixedly connecting the rail connector to the 
bracket; and wherein said second connector mechanism is engaged when- once t he rail 
connector is disposed at a the desired position on the front outer wall of the bracket. 

2. (Currently amended) A rail clip as defined in claim 1 , in which the front outer 
wall of the bracket is arcuate and the rail connector slidably engages the front 
outer wall of the bracket and wherein the position of the rail connector is 
adjusted by sliding the rail connector along the front outer wall of the bracket. 
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3. (Currently amended) A rail clip d& defi n ed in cla l nf^ 2, for attaching a rail to a 
post, the rail clip comprisina: 

a bracket adapted to be mounted on the po st, the bracket having an arcuate 
outer wall: 

a rail connector having a rear wall which lies In abutting contact with the outer 
wall of the bracket and slidinolv engages the same: and wherein the position of the rail 
connector oh the outer wall is adiusted by sliding the r ail connector along the outer wall 
of the bracket. 

a first connector mechanism disposed on t he rail connector and bracket which 
interiocks the rail connector and bracket together: a nd which allows the rear wall of the 
rail connector to slidinalv move along the outer wall of the bracket to a desired position 
thereon: and w herein the first connector mechanism comprises: 

a first groove formed in one of the rail connector and the bracket: and 

a boss formed in the other of the rail connector and the bracket; whereby the 
boss and groove interlock with each other and allow sliding arcuate movement between 
the rail connector and bracket while substantially preventing the axial or lateral 
separation of the rail connector from the bracketiarid 

a second connector mechanism to fixediv connect the rail connector to the 
bracket: and wherein said second connector me chanism is engaged when the rail 
connector is disposed at the desired position on th e outer wall of the bracket. 
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4. (Currently amended) A rail clip as defined in claim 3, in which the second 
mechanism comprises at least one fastener that extends from the rear wall of the 
rail connector and into the front outer wall of the bracket and thereby fixably 
connects the bracket and rail connector together, substantially preventing further 
relative movement between the bracket and the rail connector. 

5. (Currently amended) A rail clip as defined in claim 1 , in which the rear wall of 
the rail connector is complementary shaped to the front outer wall of the bracket; 
and wherein the rail connector further comprises a peripheral wall extending 
fonvardiv and outwardly away from the rear wall of the rail connectorisajd 
peripheral wall a nd defining an i nter n a l interior cavity therein , said cavity being 
adapted to receive an end of a rail therein. 

6. (Currently amended) A The rail clip aa def i n e d in c l a i m 5 for attaching a rail to 
a post, the rail clip comprising: 

a bracket adapted to be mounted on the post, the bracket having an outer wall: 
a rail connector having a rear wall complementary shaped to the outer wall of the 
bracket and disposed in abutting contact therewith: and the rail connector further having 
a peripheral wall that extends fonyardlv and outwardly awav from the rear wall thereof- 
said peripheral wall defining an interior cavitv therein which Is adapted to receive an 
end of the rail therein: and wherein the rear wall of the rail connector is concave in 
shape and projects partially into the interior cavity defined bv the peripheral wall o f the 
rail connector; 
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a first connector mechanism disposed on the rail connector and bracket and 
which interlocks the rail connector and bracket together: such that the rear wall of the 
rail connector is slidingly movable along the outer wall of the bracket to any desired 
position: and 

a second connector mechanism fixedly connecting the rail connector to the 
bracket: and wherein said second connector mechanism is engaged when the rail 
connector is disposed at the desired position on the outer wall of the bracket 

7. (Currently amended) A rail clip as defined in claim 5, in which a portion of the 
peripheral wall includes side walls each haying an interior face adapted to abut a 
rail received with the interior cayity of the peripheral wall , an exterior face and 
front and back edges, wherein the front edges of the side walls lie remote from 
the bracket when the rail connector and bracket are engaged together , and 
wherein each of t he side walls exterd extends a short distance inward l y 
rean/vardly beyond the rear wall of the rail connector t hereby forming a lip 
between the back edge of the each side wall and the rear wall of the rail 
connecto r: and wherein the lips abut an outer surface of the bracket . 

8. (Original) A rail clip as defined in claim 7, in which the back edges of the side 
walls are concave in shape. 

9. (Currently amended) A rail clip as defined in claim 8, in which the back edge of 
the side walls is adapted to be complementary shaped with the front outer wall of 
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the bracket. 

10. (Original) A rail clip as claimed in claim 9, in which the lip further includes a 
ridge, the ridge mnning along the back edge of the side wall. 

1 1 . (Previously presented) A rail clip as claimed in claim 1 0, in which the bracket 
defines a first groove and the ridge of the rail connector interiocks with the first 
groove so as to connect the rail connector and bracket together while allowing 
sliding engagement between the bracket and rail connector; the ridge and first 
groove comprising the first mechanism for securing the bracket and rail 
connector together. 

1 2. (Original) The rail clip as defined in claim 1 , wherein the bracket has a rear 
wall and the rear wall is substantially flat and is adapted to abut a substantially 
flat wall on the post. 

1 3. (Previously presented) The rail clip as defined in claim 1 , wherein the said 
second connector mechanism extends through the rear wall of the rail connector 
and into the outer wall of the bracket. 

14. (Previously presented) The rail clip as defined in claim 13, wherein the second 
connector mechanism is a screw. 
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1 5. (New) The rail clip as defined in claim 3, in which the rail connector further 
comprises a peripheral wall extending fon/vardly and outwardly from the rear wall 
of the rail connector; said peripheral wall defining an interior cavity therein, said 
cavity being adapted to receive an end of a rail therein. 

16. (New) The rail clip as defined in claim 15, wherein an inner surface of the rear 
wall of the rail connector is concave in shape and projects partially into the 
interior cavity defined by the peripheral wall. 

17. (New) The rail clip as defined in claim 15, in which a portion of the peripheral 
wall includes side walls which each extend a short distance rearwardly beyond 
the rear wall of the rail connector and terminate in a back edge; and wherein the 
bracket includes side walls which define the first groove therein; and wherein the 
boss, which is interlockingly received with the first groove of each bracket side 
wall, is disposed on that portion of each side wall of the rail connector that 
extends beyond the rear wall thereof. 

18. (New) The rail clip as defined in claim 17, in which the back edges of the side 
walls of the rail connector are concave in shape. 

19. (New) The rail clip as defined in claim 6, wherein the said second connector 
mechanism extends through the rear wall of the rail connector and into the outer 
wall of the bracket. 
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20. (New) The rail clip as defined in claim 6, wherein the second connector 
mechanism is a screw. 
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